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• Define inclusion and identify the defining features of inclusion 
• Explore the benefits of inclusion 













ACTION PLAN: CURRENT PRACTICES 
 
What are some current practices you have in place 










PEOPLE FIRST LANGUAGE 
Respectful Not just “politically correct” 
Describes what the child “has”, not what the 
child “is” 
Sets the tone for respect 
Sets a positive tone http://www.disabilityisnatural.com 
Inclusion Is… Inclusion Is Not… 
• Sense of belonging 
• Age appropriate 
• In community 
• With supports 
• Children in segregated settings 
• Placing a child with a disability with much 
younger children 
• Having a child without necessary supports 
Early childhood inclusion embodies the values, policies, and practices that support 
the right of every infant and young child and his or her family, regardless of ability, to 
participate in a broad range of activities and contexts as full members of families, 
communities, and society. 
The desired results of inclusive experiences for children with and without disabilities 
and their families include a sense of belonging and membership, positive social 
relationships and friendships, and development and learning to reach their full 
potential. 
The defining features of inclusion that can be used to identify 
high quality early childhood programs and services 
are access, participation, and supports. 
Joint Position Statement 
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Providing a wide range of activities and 
environments for every child by 
removing physical barriers and offering 




Using a range of instructional 
approaches to promote engagement in 
play and learning activities, and a sense 
of belonging for every child. 
 
Broader aspects of the system such as 
professional development, incentives for 
inclusion, and opportunities for communication 
and collaboration among families and 
professionals to assure high quality inclusion. 
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
• Covers all public accommodations 
• Private childcare IS a public accommodation 
• Reasonable modifications 
• Fundamental alteration 
• Direct threat 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
1. Part C: Early Intervention 
• Infants and toddlers with disabilities (birth through age 2) and their families receive early 
intervention services under IDEA Part C.  
• Key Terms:  
• IFSP: Individual Family Service Plan 
• Natural Environment: Settings that are natural or typical for a same-aged child 
without a disability, may include the home or community setting.  
2. Part B: Preschool Special Education  
• Children and youth (ages 3-21) receive special education and related services under IDEA 
Part B.  
• Key Terms: 
        ●      Least Restrictive Environment  
            - each public agency (LEA/School System) must ensure that, to the maximum       
                                         extent appropriate, children with disabilities (whether in private or public care  
                                         facilities) are educated with their typically developing peers (IDEA, Sec. 300.114). 
                                  ●   IEP: Individualized Education Plan 
                                                                       ACTION PLAN: NEXT STEPS 
What first step do I plan to take when I  
return to my classroom?  
 
 








LAWS THAT SUPPORT INCLUSION AND PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATION 
 COUNT ME IN! INCLUDING EACH AND EVERY CHILD  
 
P a g e  4 | 4 
 
 
 
